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Appendix B 
 

Certification Test for Initiation of PVAD and Infusion Therapy 

 

1. Reasons for establishing a peripheral vascular access device (PVAD) include: 

a. To maintain or replace body stores of water, electrolytes and vitamins 

b. To replenish blood loss or administer blood component 

c. To provide a route for administration of medications 

d. All of the above 

 

2. What isotonic fluid is infused with a blood transfusion? 

a. Dextrose 5% in water 

b. Lactated Ringers 

c. Sodium Chloride 0.9% 

d. All of the above 

 

3. A hypertonic solution would be: 

a. Sodium chloride 0.45% 

b. Dextrose 5% in water 

c. Dextrose 10% in water 

d. 3.3% Dextrose in 0.3% sodium chloride (2/3 & 1/3) 

 

4. The tourniquet can be left on a maximum of 2 minutes. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

5. Factors affecting the site selection include: 

a. Size of PVAD required for a specific therapy 

b. Patients activity level 

c. Duration of the infusion therapy 

d. Condition of the patient’s veins 

e. All of the above 

 

6. Initiation of a PVAD in areas of flexion increases the risk for phlebitis, infiltration and 

excessive vessel damage. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

7. It is acceptable to use an area within 5 cm of the wrist to initiate a PVAD. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

8. Signs of fluid overload in a patient receiving a continuous IV infusion at a rate of 100cc/hr 

would include: 

a. Crackles in the lungs 

b. Coughing up sputum 

c. Shortness of breath 

d. Tachypnea 

e. A, C and D 
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f. A and C 

 

9. A PVAD should not be left in place longer than ___________ hours. 

 

 

10. Tubing changes for continuous (non-interrupted IV infusions) is every _________ hours. 

 

 

11.  Signs of phlebitis in a vein would include: 

a. Swelling 

b. Cool skin 

c. Decreased flow rate 

d. Pain 

e. Erythema 

f. A, B, and D 

g. D and E 

h. All of the above 

 

 

12. Name three signs of infiltration: 

 

a. ______________________ 

b. ______________________ 

c. ______________________ 

 

13. The PVAD insertion site should be assessed for inflammation, infiltration, tenderness, 

discoloration and patency every: 

a. Hour 

b. Q2h 

c. Q shift 

d. When each new bag is hung 

 

14. Documentation for a PVAD insertion includes which information: 

a. Patient tolerance of procedure, color of angiocath used, site selected, time and date 

b. Size of angiocath used, site selected, number of attempts, patient tolerance of 

procedure and any complications, time and date 

c. Site selection, number of attempts, patient allergies, time and date 


